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Direction ge la Coopération
et des Echanges Universitaiyes

. el Jslilly ¢ slazl 4, 0,
No A X/Dcr,wzozz Alger,le 23 0CT. 213

Messieurs les Présidents

des Conférences Régionales des Universités
Centre - Ouest - Est

Objet : A/s call for Papier pour I’édition 2023 dy magazine « AU ECHO ».
PJ: Documents (05 pages).

J'ai I'honneur de vous informer que la direction de Vinformation et de Ia
communication de la CUA, qui publie annuellement un conteny lié au theme de I'année de
L'Union africaine, vient de lancer un « call for papiers » pour alimenter I'édition 2023 du
magazine « AU ECHO » avec comme théme annuel « I"'accélération de la mise en ceuvre de Ia
ZLECAF », Ce magazine est distribué aux chefs d'état et de gouvernement, aux ministres, aux
délégués des hauts responsables politiques et aux médias lors des sommets de L'UA et
d’autres réunions et conférences.

A cet effet, les partles intéressées sont invitées a soumettre des articles factuels sur le
potentiel et les prograés réalisés dans les différents secteurs ainsi que les initiatives innovantes
qui sont entreprises au niveau institutionnel national et continental pour promouvoir le
commerce, sur la base des décisions de L'UA et leur mise en ceuvre se rapportant au
commerce et au développement social et humaln. Aussi, cette initiative concerne les organes
et employés de I'union africaine, les états membres de F'UA, les institutions universitaires
africaines, les groupes de réflexion, les organisations de société civile, les experts de
Vindustrie ainsi que {e grand public.

Sont jointes a cet envoi, les modalités et les conditions de participation, dont la date
limite est fixée au 28 octobre 2022, ainsi que les liens des documents qui pourraient servir
de références a I'élaboration des contributions.

Je vous saurais gré des dispositions que vous voudriez bien prendre a ce sujet.

Cordialement




% o%2 | UM 3otz |

FROM : DCEU-SDPCURMESRS FRX NO. 823238593 24 Oct 2022 19:57 P2

e e Afr f(;an @
——*( DLy CE .a\u'(".'é : Un'On .

.~<u./{6»?-‘-7. ._;.-..-3<u_..:mz...\ s

——
AU ECHO 2023 EDITION

; / - The Year of AFCFTA
| THEME: “Acceleration of AFCFTA Implementation”

introduction:

Agenda 2083 places great importance on the role that trade plays in developing

~8conomies and recagnises that trade is a powerful engi i
gine for economic
:g:zl:n;:m;?t_.tl’:\ Africa barrlers fo trade have resuited in a fragmcantegcgo x;i:nrﬁ
£oonan y tha v as overume,_ posmoqed Africa’s role in the giobal trade market as
f nj..amen,tally 'bgqng_ a raw material (commodities) supplier in exchange for
‘manufactured goods, and rendering the continent's share in global trade insignificant
The Challenges anising from continually fluctuating commodities prices and Africa’s
limited value addition to its natural resources renders Africa vulnerabie o the external
shacks derived from export dependsncy.

The --Agenda 2063 flagship project: African Continental Free Trade Area
(AICFTA) refers to a continental geographic zone where goods and services move
‘among member states of the AU with no restrictions. The AfCFTA aims to boost intra-
“ African trade by providing a comprehensive and mutually beneficial trade agreement

ariong the member states, covering trade in goods and services, Investment,
[inteflectual property rights ‘and competition policy. Other continental frameworks
- inciude Boogting Intra African Trade (BIAT) ,which aims to daepen Africa’s market

'integration and significantly increasing the volume of trade that African countries
‘Undertake amongst thamselves from the current lavels of about 10-13% to 25% or

mcre within the next decade, and The Action Plan for the Accelerated Industrial

Development of Africa (AIDA), which gims to mobilise both financial and nonfinanciat

resiources and enhance Africa’s industrial perfformance.

AfCFTA Is a high ambition trade agreement, with a comprehensive scope that includes
crilical areas of Africa’s economy, such as digital trade and investment protection,
arongst other areas. By eilminating barriers to trade in Africa, the abjective of the
ASCFTA Is to significantly boost intra-Africa trade, particularly trade in value-added
production and trade across al! sectors of Africa’s economy.

The ATCFTA is the world's largest free trade area bringing together the 56 countries
of the African Union (AU) and eight (8) Regional Economic Communities (RECs).
Tre overall mandate of the AICFTA is to create a single continental market with a
population of about 1.3 billion peopie and a combined GDP of approximately US$

3.4 triltion,
As part of its mandate, the AfCFTA is to eliminate trade barriers and boost intra-Africa
tre.de. In particular, it is to advance trade in value-added production across all service

seclors of the African Economy. The AfCFTA will contribute to establishing reglonal
velue chains in Africa, enabling investment and job oreation. The practical
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impismentation of the AfCFTA has the potential to foster industrialisation, job creation,
and investment, thus enhancing the compaetitiveness of Africa in the medium to long
ferm.

The African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) Agreement entered into force on
30 May 2019 for the 24 countries that had deposited their nstruments of ratification
with the African Union Commission (AUC). This date marked 30 days after the 22"
instrumant of ratification was deposited, as stipulated In Article 23 of the AfCFTA
Agr¢ement. The ‘operational phase of the AfCFTA Agreement was officlally launched
on. 7 July 2019. In line with. a-Degision and Declaration adopted during-the 13th

‘Extraordinary Symmn of the Assembly of the Union on § December 2020, start of

arrangement’,

Fmancnal and Economic incluslon for African Women demands collectwe focus and
actions on critical Issues such as access to financial resources and services, scaling
up the capacities in a dynamic global environment, access to land ownership, property
““and other productive assets, as well as skills and market information.

and Economic Inclusion (2020-2030).

- With' the launch of trading under the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) in

““informal service suppliers, with particular attention to micro, small and. medium size

Pro:ocols on Trade in Goods, Trade in Services, Investment, Intellectual Property
Rights and Compaelition Pdlicy, provide clear guidelines to ensure emarging
enturprises and Infant industriee are protected thus adding impetus to the Agenda
20€3 goals of gender equality, women empowerment and youth development. ...

Achlevements of AfCFTA to date:

1. Commissioning and operationalisation of the AfCFTA Secretariat

2. Launch of trade under the AfCFTA

3. Reaching 43 State Parties as of April 2022, following the 43rd deposit of the
instrument of ratification by the Kingdom of Morocco

4. Launch of the Pan-African Payment and Settlement System (PAPSS) in
collaboration with the African Export-import Bank (Afreximbank)

5. Signing of the AfCFTA Adjustment Fund Management Agreement with
Afreximbank

3. Inauguration of the AfCFTA Advisory Councll on Trade and Industrial
Development

7. Launch of private sector engagement plan in partnership with the MasterCard
Foundation. The focus is on four initial priority sectors or value chains: agro-
processing. automotive, pharmaceuticals, and transportation and logistics for

2

tradmg under the AICFTA reglme began .on 1 January 2021 under an mtenm_
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"l’o meet these oondltbne the AU Commission established, in 2020, the Trust Fund
“for African Women' (TEAW) as the maln tool for implementing the Decade for F:nanc:al i

January 2021 that' would leverage women's financial_and economic inclusion. "
The' expectatkms are hlgh as ‘relates to the expanded business prospacts for women-;j_
“led businesses, which will uniock: the potential for. African women to. grow their
- ,blisinesses from micto to macro enterprises. The Agreement establishing the AfCFTA
racogplses the' néed to’bulld ‘and Improve the export capacity of both formal and

entorprises in which worhen and youth actively participate. Furthermore, the AICFTA
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quick wins, based_ on the potentlai for import substitution and existing
production capabliities on the continent

The Call:

Refarencing Decisions of the AU as well as other documented pronouncements and
actions by the African Unlon, and In line with the theme of the year, interested parties
are hereby called upon to submit for the 2023 Edition of the AU Eche, incisive and
evicdence-based articles on the potential and progress made in the various sectors as
~well as innovative initiatives that are being undertaken at igstitutional, country ‘and
: con*mental level to-promote trade, based on the AU's decisions. Such articles should :
_be based on the implementation.of AU decislons, regarding trade and or its relevance
1 "1 - to eccelerating human capital and social development. gAd e

<, The following AU decisions,. resolutlons and policy documents and resources should
. serve as reference fortheart:des _ ) LIS

. AIGETA Guosi ol e e e P RPREE SR R
D' ute S ttlement Mechanisms fc T o .

ofRu s of Origin

: Vlew-pr’ev;ious editions of the AU ECHO heare

Submission Requirements & Deadline: tid
o Contributions will be accepted from institutions, organs and employees of the
African Union, AU member states, African academic institutions, think tanks,
civil society organisations and repreeentative groups (e.g. women, youth),
industry experts and the wider public, The editors reserve the right to reject
papers they deem to be inconsistent with the guidelines outlined in this call for
papears.

» Languages: Articlas for publication may be submitted in English or French,

i Word count: Not more than 2000 words per article.

o Images: Pertinent Photographs and other lllustrations that enhance the articles
are welcome. These must be original to the author and/or under a creative
common flocense. Authors must confirm their ownership of such iflustrations and
captions must ba provided.
le All submissions must contain the full name and contact of the sender, his/her
| organization / job title (if applicable).
js  Submissions will only be accepted through email which must be titled as given

below and can only be submitted through the emall accounts listed below for
congideration.
o Title / subject of email: SUBMISSION — AU ECHO 2023- (INSERT
TITLE OF ARTICLE)

/)
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o Regelving emalls:

= Send all manuscripts and correspondenca to
Musabayana¥yafrica-union.org and GamalK@africa-union.org
* Copying: RIC@africa-union.org

« DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION
o WManuscripts must be recelved before or by 17.00 East African Time

_Abaut the AU ECHO:
~ .~ The AU ECHO provldes a platform for the 55 Member States of the African Union, and
- African cittzens to profile the successes of Africa, and to impart knowledge ‘and
i gxperiences borme from African led Initiatives, based on the.instruments and decisions
" 'of the ‘African Union. it is publlshed on an annual basis by the Directorate of.
- Information and Communication of the AUC with cantent largely related to the AU's
Thevme of the Year T, R - : : :

LiThe AU ECHQ Is dlstnbuted tor AU Heads of State and Government, Ministers, senior‘
'_polk‘y makers' delegates and modla during the-AU Summlts and other substantwe

S oni Abnba Soft copies are posted online on Ma&




VEFL ) hni0-2)5.2¢

FROM :DCEU-SDPCURMESRS FAX NO. 1023238593 24 Oct 282z 11:01 Ps

Liens utlles :

- L’Accord établissant la ZLECAF :

https://au.int/en/treaties/agreement-establishing-africain-continental-free-
trade-aerea).

- Annexes compilées de I'Accord :

https: .int/sites/default/files/documents/37121-doc-
draft annexes estbt of cfta.pdf

- Etude sur les opportunités offertes aux femmes en matiére de commerce
frontalier informel dans le cadre de la ZLECAF :

https://au.int/en/documents/20220311/study-opportunities-afefta-women-
informal-and-cross-border-trade

- ZLECAF Questions et Réponses :

https://au.int/en/documents/20180315/afcfta-questions-answers

- Les mécanismes de réglement des différends pour les accords de commerce :

https://au.i t/node/30992

- Stratégie de V'UA pour I'égalité des sexes et I'autonomisation des femmes
2018-2028 :

https://au.int/en/documents/20190320/au-strategy-gender-equality-womens-
empowerment-2018-2028

- Le rapport de la décennie sur les femmes ( 2010-2020) :

https://au.int/en/documents/20220707/africain-womens-decade-report-2010-
2020




