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Orientalist Escovitz’s Vision of the Mamluk Era of Judicial Transformation during
the Reign of Judge Tajuddin bin Bint al- A’azz

Abstract:

The judicial transformation in Egypt during the first era of the Mamluks (648-784h
/ 1250-1382m), was of particular interest to the American Orientalist, Joseph
Escovitz who presented a comprehensive study in his thesis entitled “The office of
qadi al-qudat in Cairo under the Bahril Mamliiks” which tries to detect the causes of
the transformation of the Mamluk judicial institution from the Shafei justice system
to a system that is based on the four schools; noting by that the role of the Shafei
judge, Taj Din Ibn Bint al- A’azz in that transformation.

Escovitz criticized the Western historical sources and studies that saw judge Ibn
Bint al- A’azz to be the main reason behind the decision of the Mamluk Sultan
Baybars (658-676h / 1258-1277m) to alter the tendencies of the Mamluk judicial
institution in 663 AH (1265 AD). Moreover, he focused on discussing the impact of
this shift on the authority of judge Ibn Bint al- A’azz; and the Shafi'i sect in Egypt.

Escovitz’ study attracted the attention of Western scholars and Orientalists
specialized in studying the judicial aspects of the Mamluk state, and whose majority
of studies of the Mamluk judiciary were based on Escovitz’ proposals and the
findings he arrived at from investigating the subject. In addition to its investigation
of the origin of that transformation, the significance of Escovit’s work lies in the fact
that it sheds light on a cultural and intellectual case of evolutionary dimensions,
which requires further investigation and attention from current specialists and
researchers.
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