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Modern Quranic schools. And attempts to reform the Zaytouna education
outside the Grand Mosque
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The Modern Coranic Schools represented a funny experience in Tunisia during
the time of colonization, they were thought of in order to provide educational
opportunities for Tunisian children who did not find a place for themselves at the
end of the nineteenth century, then they developed to become a serious competitor
for public education. Despite its modest beginning in 1907 at the initiative of a
group of Tunisian elite and specifically of the Tunisian youth movement led by
Khairullah Bin Mustafaand and Bashir Sfar, and with the support of the Association
of Religious Endowments, the experience soon witnessed a remarkable
development. The civil school of Sidi Ben Arous in Tunis represented an example
that was emulated in more than one part of the country, so similar experiences
appeared in Bizerte, Sousse, Monastir, Kairouan, Gabes and Djerba. Although all
varieties of education in Tunisia during the French colonization was one of the
prerogatives of the public education administration legally and theoretically, the
latter merely contended itself with monitoring the evolution of modern coranic
schools project at the beginning, and it was perhaps surprised by the success that
was achieved, and worked to attack it sometimes and contain it sometime other
times until the phase of national independence. At that time, all modern coranic
schools were nationalized and thus represented an important nucleus in the
infrastructure to the School of Independence.
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Idem, N° 23, Octobre 1908.
& Idem, N° 59, fevrier 1895.
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22 Ayachi: Ecoles..., p 313.
2 Idem.
*Ben Moustpha (Khairallah): L’Enseignement primaire des indigénes en Tunisie.
In Congrés de L’ Afrique du Nord tenu a paris du 6 au 10 octobre 1908, Tunis, imp.
Rapide, 1910, pp 29-41.
% Ayachi: Ecoles..., p 311.

%|dem, p 317.
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¥ Aspects actuels de L’enseignement en Tunisie, p 8.
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% Aspects...Op.Cit, p 15.
% Aspects...Op.Cit, p 14.
%7 Ayachi: Ecoles..., pp 317-318.
% Aspects, p 8.
¥ Ayachi: Ecoles..., p 316.
%0 La Tunisie Francaise : le 14 février 1945, Les Ecole Coraniques, Institution
Tunisienne,
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**D.1.P : B.O.I.P, N° 14, 1954, Décret beylical fixant le statut des Ecoles
Coraniques Modernes daté du 15/09/1953.

D.1.P : B.O.1.P, N° 14, 1954. - Circulaire du Directeur de I'enseignement publique
relative a la mutation et a I'état du personnel des écoles coraniques modernes daté
du 12/0111954.

“®Le Tourneau (Roger) : Rapport sur les Ecoles Coraniques Modernes en
Tunisie, Centre des Hautes Etudes sur I’ Administration Musulmane, N° 225, p 33.
" Ayachi : Ecoles..., Op.Cit, p 298.

“® Ayachi : Ecoles..., Op.Cit, p 301.

“Idem, p 299.
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